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Tullaroop Creek at Eddington
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1887 Report of the Board…To Inquire Into the Sludge Question
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Rivers of Gold Project

Collaboration between archaeologists, 
geomorphologists and geochemists (La Trobe 
University, University of Melbourne and Lincoln 
University (UK); ARC Discovery)

Evaluate legacy gold mining tailings (sludge) at 
catchment scale (Loddon, Goulburn and Ovens rivers)

 Identify and reconstruct pre-European floodplain 
surfaces in mining affected catchments and through 
this modify our understanding of ‘reference condition’
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Total production of alluvium by technique for each Mining District, 

1851-1900 = 650 million m3
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Guildford

Forest Creek, Castlemaine
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Total production of 

sediment by bucket 

dredging 1900-1950s, 

175 million m3
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Extent of sludge documented by 
1886 Board of Inquiry 

Known extent of complaints about sludge damage, 1887 
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Leigh River at Shelford, 1909
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Original floodplain surface 
(contact)

Loddon River at Baringhup
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Loddon River at Newstead
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